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LAUDS KAMCHATKA MEDICAL FACILITIES

Ye. Gilinskaya

Chief, Sector for Far North
Min or Fub Health RSFSR
Petropaviovek-on-Kamchatka

Pr’copavlovsk, the oblsst center on Kamchatks, has at preasent 70 ductors
&nd sev.rel Lospitals with a total of 420 bede. The maternits Lomg hag boen
completsly vebtnally, In 288ition, Lusre are many other medical facilitiss
which afford excellent madical service to the population. Thiz has been mada
possible, to a great degree » by a realization by the higher authoritier that
developrant of this eastern ragion can be accomplishad only by healthy people.
This realization has hxd o ncticeable effect on the vudget, which in 1649 was
thive times the 1958 budget of 32 mf1llion Tubles.

Today tkers are 700 .uadical work+rs stationed on Kaachetks. It hes .aus
been possible to improve the medical service available to the population of
Xamobatls, Por GZEN[Iw, in the &8t year the medical faciliZies of Chukotsk
Bationsl Okaug wers increised by 2ive ducior's offices » 15 midvife and obste-
Uricisn points, three child and raternity wslfare centers, and five rezi homes
with a total of 112 beds. There ie also a well-equipped Sanitstion and
Epidemiological Station. Moreover, most of these institutions are located in
the tundras, far from any railroad lines.

Authorities of the Cblast Pwhlic Health Department are weil avare of
thair responsibilities to the inhabivants of ths USER's nevast frontier, and
dispatch specisl comnissions at fregquent intervals to keop in touch with the
nasds of even the most remote outposts. Specialists in 1949 examined more
than 3,000 tundra dveilers and reported that they delivered 2.5 times more
bables than in 1947,

Medical facilities for the laborers are aleo constantly improving. The
Products of Kanchatka fisheries are an important item im the Boviet economy
&né it behooves the authoritfeg to guarantee ¢ good supply of Lcaltny workers.
A1l of the risheries have “heir own medical facilitiec, and some of the
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installations at larger fisheriszs are rath. . elchorate. For example, the
Fishery imeni Mikoyan, on the vest cosst of the peninsile, iz equipped with

6 kospital and a dispensary for ambulatory patients. iu addition, there is

a dispensary for bed paticn .s with facilities for 3% people. Tents are clean,
vare, ard comforteble, while the tent used Tor Geliveries is without aequal.

warm, pod

Generally the care of infants and mothers 1o very good.

Another example cf good cere for maternity cases can be found at the
midwife and obstetriclan point at Kheyruzovo. The supervisor of this medical
point caw to Kamchetka two years agn snd since then has been foremost 1in
the ranka of those striviag for ijmproved medical service for ths inhebitants.
Thare ure many more like her, thus explaeining thz excellert service being .
afrovded by the 115-04d medicnl statiors on the peninsule.

Young doctors avriving on Kamchstka and asasigned to one of the remcte
outposts find trsir tasks difficult. They ere far away from lerge settle-
ments; and it Xs slmost impossible for them to consult more experienced
doctors if they have difficult cases. It is therefore most important that
thease young deoctors take the sgecial courses given at the Khabarovsh Medicsl
Ingtitute or the varicus hospitals in [e tropavlovek before bulrg assigned
to the fleld.

Se fer only ihe favorsble aspects of medical service nn Kamchatke have'
been 4z3cribed. There are, however, many &spects which must be lmproved.
For example the awuathicrities of Korysk National Ckrug hsve not organized any
field commissions fovr the past 2 years. Naturally, the cuestion arises as
to whether or not these administraters ::'e aware of the needs of the inhabi-
tants urnder their Jurisdiction. Supply warehouses in Petropevlovsk are not
short on any item, but medical services in Koryuk Na'ional Okrug lack some
of the most important medicinal preparations.

In the future, research Soould he conducted to uetermine the causes
of diseases in the far north. Fieid trips by competent specialists should
be made more freécuently to obtain up-to-date inforcation on the needs of
northern ivhabitants. The Coviet Party and state ere depend’ing on the
medical profession to guarantes the successful coppletion ol piens which
heve been drawn wp for the development of Xamchatke Peninsuln.
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